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joshua led the people
bible Verse: Tell your children about God. Deuteronomy 6:7
Bible Passage: Joshua 3:1–4:17
bible truth: God led His people to a new home.
Missions Emphasis: Morocco
this week’s bible story: Joshua Led the People (Joshua 3:1–4:17)
Joshua and the Israelites were camping by Jordan River. Their new home, the land
God promised, was on the other side of the river. They were waiting to go into the land,
and the leaders said, “When you see the priests carrying the ark of the covenant, pack
everything. Follow the ark of the covenant.” The ark of the covenant was a very special
box that held the stone tablets with the Ten Commandments written on them.
“Get ready to see the wonders God will do!” Joshua told the people. “When the priests
carry the ark of the covenant into the river, God will stop the water!”
So the priests walked to the river carrying the ark of the covenant. They stepped into the
edge of the river. As soon as their feet were wet, the water stopped flowing! The priests
stood in the middle of the river, and all the people of Israel crossed the dry river into the
new land.
God spoke to Joshua: “Choose 12 men to take stones from the middle of the river and
place them where the people stay the night.” Joshua chose 12 men and told them what
to do. Each of the 12 men took a stone and set it where the people were camping. When
everything was finished, Joshua told the priests, “Come up from the Jordan River.”
The priests walked from the middle of the river carrying the ark of the covenant. When
the priests stepped on the ground beside the river, the water started flowing again.
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Joshua stacked the 12 stones and told the people, “In the future, when your children ask
about these stones, you can tell them of the time God stopped the water in the river from
flowing so His people could cross on dry ground.”
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Instructions: Distribute to parents at the end of Meeting 7.

