
December 2 – Balaam and His Donkey 
Numbers 22-24 

God’s Presence is experienced by His People…as He protects them from 
their enemies. 

  
Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:16b “As God said: I will dwell among them 
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be My 
people.” 
  
Summary: After wandering in the desert for 40 years, the Israelites finally 
came to the edge of the Promised Land once again. The King of Moab 
saw the Israelites and was very afraid. He asked Balaam to curse the 

Israelites, so that he could defeat them. On Balaam’s way to see the king, an angel of the Lord appeared 
along the path, but only Balaam’s donkey could see it. The donkey spoke to Balaam, before God allowed 
Balaam to see the angel. The angel told Balaam to speak to the King only what God would tell him. In the 
end, God protected His people. Balaam blessed the Israelites three times and predicted the birth of Christ. 
  
Christ Connection: Fourteen hundred years after Balaam announced Jesus’ birth, wise men followed a 
star to the place where Jesus was born. The wise men worshiped Jesus as King. 
  
Home Connection: God is the only one who can protect us and keep us strong against the enemy; 
however, it is easy to forget where our strength and protection comes from as we go through life. As 
parents, impress upon your kids the truth that “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble.” Model this principle by sharing praise reports of how God gives you strength and protection 
against the enemy or in difficult times. 
  
Activity Options: 
  

1.     Armor of God 
Just as God protected the Israelites, God still protects each of His followers from our enemy--Satan. 
One way that God powerfully protects us and enables us to be strong is through the armor of God. 
Ephesians 6:10-11 says, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.” As a family this week, 
discuss one of the six pieces of armor per day. Discuss how each piece applies to our lives. (This 
can be done at the dinner table, in a car ride, or before bed.) 
● Belt of Truth 
● Breastplate of Righteousness 
● Feet Fitted with Readiness from the Gospel of Peace 
● Shield of Faith 
● Helmet of Salvation 
● Sword of the Spirit 

  
2.     Family Journal 

It’s important for us to record and remember the ways that God has worked in the life of our family. 
Find a journal or empty notebook and begin to record some of your family events, thanksgivings, 
and prayer requests. It doesn’t have to be every day, it could be a dinnertime ritual, or it could be a 
once-a-week wrap up. Do whatever works for your family. From time to time, look back at previous 
entries to remember how God has protected and provided for your family. 
 

3.     Advent or Christmas Celebration 
Balaam predicted Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment of God’s protection and blessing for the nations, 
which we celebrate every December. Find a daily December Family Celebration and talk about the 
broader story of Scripture throughout the month to help your kids understand that “Every story 
whispers His name.” A simple Google search for Advent Calendar or Jesse Tree will provide a 
wealth of options. 


