
November 4 – Spies View the Promised Land 
Numbers 13-14 

God’s Power is refused by His People…by their lack of faith in His promises. 
  

Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:16b “As God said: I will dwell among them and walk 
among them, and I will be their God, and they will be My people.” 
  
Summary: One year and almost two months after the Israelites left Egypt , they 
finally came to the borders of their new home! Moses sent in 12 men to scout out 
the land of Canaan and find out what it was like. They found the land be 

exceedingly good, but the people living in Canaan were powerful. The people, along with 10 of the spies, did 
not trust in God and refused to enter the land. Because of their sin, they would have wander in the wilderness 
for 40 more years, until the unbelieving generation died off. 
  
Christ Connection: Hebrews 4 connects the “rest” of entering the Promised Land with the “rest” that comes 
through our growing relationship with Jesus. By our obedience to the Word of God, we don’t miss out on the 
rest that comes with knowing that He did all the work of redemption for us. Therefore, we can look to Jesus 
and take our burdens to Him, “approaching the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.” 
  
Home Connection: The people refused to enter the Promised Land because they were afraid of the powerful 
people who lived there. They did not trust in God’s power to overcome the enemy. In even the most uncertain 
situations in the life of your family, you can undoubtedly trust in God’s promises. Impress upon your children 
the response of trust rather than anxiety/fear in the midst of difficulty. 
  
Activity Options: 
  

1. Dinner Table Discussion/Review Questions 
● How many spies did God tell Moses to send into the land? (12) 
● What did the spies say about the land? (It was an exceedingly good land with plenty of food, but the people 

who lived there were strong.) 
● Who said they should take the land? (Joshua and Caleb) 
● What was the punishment for the sin of those who did not trust God to give them the land? (They would 

wander in the wilderness for 40 years and never live in the Promised Land.) 
● Though God had proved Himself faithful, the Israelites did not trust God through an uncertain situation. What 

are some situations that we can trust God through, even though it may be difficult at times?  
 

2. Declaring Trust in God through Prayer 
God could have taken care of the Israelites and defeated the enemies, but they did not trust in Him. 
They were overcome by fear. Philippians 4:6-7 says:  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Talk with your family about how our immediate response to fear/anxiety should be declaring our trust in 
God through prayer. Have each family member think of a time that they chose fear/anxiety over trusting 
God, and write out those fears on a piece paper. Sometimes, children may feel uncertain about what to 
say in their prayers. Teach your kids a simple prayer they can pray next time they feel anxious/afraid. 
 

3. Who are you going to believe? 
We choose the path of the wilderness because we don’t believe that God is who He said He is or that 
He will keep His promises. We believe Satan’s whisper that God is not good, that He doesn’t really love 
us, that He just wants to keep us from having a good time. Jesus heard the whisper, being tempted in 
the wilderness, and was able to overcome it by quoting the Scriptures in response to the temptations. 
Think about common temptations that we may face in our lives. Identify the lies Satan is trying to make 
us believe in these temptations, then find scriptures that contradict them. Have your kids write out these 
verses and hang them in their bedroom or on the bathroom mirror. 


