
November 11 – Water from a Rock, Second Edition 
Numbers 20:1-13 

God’s Holiness is revealed to His People…by His response to Moses’ Sin. 
  

Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:16b “As God said: I will dwell among them 
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be My 
people.” 
  
Summary: Near the end of the Israelites’ wilderness experience, they 
came back to Kadesh Barnea and found no water for themselves or for 
their livestock. Though God had proven Himself faithful to provide for His 

people, they began to complain again. God told Moses He would send water for the people after Moses 
spoke to the rock, but Moses disobeyed God’s instructions. Because of their sin, Moses and Aaron 
were not allowed to enter the Promised Land. 
 
Christ Connection: God’s holiness demands justice, God’s grace extends mercy. God was perfectly 
just to bring a consequence to bear in this situation. Christ took the full burden of God’s justice on our 
behalf so that we could experience the “living water” of eternal life. God’s holiness was satisfied in the 
death of His Son, so that He could offer us His grace and mercy. 
  
Home Connection: Not only did Moses not follow God’s instruction in striking the rock, but He also 
was drawing the attention to Himself, instead giving the credit to God for the miracle. Moses angrily 
said to the people: “Must WE bring you water out of the rock?” As parents, our job is to point our kids to 
Christ and exemplify His character, even in the most frustrating of circumstances.  
  
Activity Options: 
 

1. Table Discussion - Responding in Anger  
This was the second time Moses responded poorly in his anger over the Israelites’ sin. Have your 
kids tell of a time they have responded in anger to a person or situation. Help them understand 
that anger itself is not a sin, but our response to it can be. Ask questions like these: 

● What were the results of your anger? Were they positive or negative? 
● Responding like you did, did you feel better or worse afterward? 
● What do you think the people around you think of Jesus after watching you respond like 

you did? 
● Look up Proverbs 12:16, 15:18, 19:19, 22:24, and James 1:20- what do these verses 

teach us about anger? 
 

2. Walk through the Gospel  
Using the questions and verses on the following “Gospel Plan” page, take a few moments to 
discuss what it means to be a follower of Jesus with your kids. Assign each family member one of 
the five points (God Rules, We Sinned, etc.), and have them draw out the corresponding picture 
on a large sheet of paper. After they finish, allow them to describe to the rest of the family what 
their picture represents. 
 

3. Nature Walk 
Take a walk with your kids and point things out as you pass them. Talk about how they benefit the 
environment around them, and how they benefit us humans as well. E.g. You might point out the 
different colored leaves as they fall to the ground and talk about how they are food for insects, 
shelter for birds and squirrels, convert carbon dioxide to oxygen, and turn into soil for the plants 
on the ground. Be sure to turn the conversation to how God has provided all of these things for 
our good, and continues to provide for our needs in other ways, as well. We should maintain an 
attitude of thankfulness for the many ways He provides for our needs! 



The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and 
salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain that because God created 
everything, He is in charge of everything.  
Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell kids that everyone 
sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us from God. Read 
Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED.
Explain that God is holy and must punish sin. God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve.
Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES.
Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever received?” Say that Jesus 
took our punishment for sin by giving His life, and He gives us His 
righteousness. God sees us as if we lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This 
is the best gift ever! Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND.
Explain that everyone has a choice to make. Ask: “Will you trust Jesus 
as your Savior and Lord? You can turn from self and sin and turn to 
Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.


