
October 7 – The Tabernacle Part 1 - Exodus 25-31, 35-40 
God’s Presence is experienced by His people...as He dwells in the 

tabernacle.  
  
Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:16b “As God said: I will dwell among them and 
walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be My people.” 
 
Summary: With His own hand, God wrote the Commandments on two stone 
tablets and gave them to Moses (Exodus 31:18). God told the Israelites to 

build a tabernacle as a place for Him to dwell with His people. The tabernacle is a picture of 
Jesus, the Messiah who was yet to come.  
 
Christ Connection: God instructed the Israelites to build a tabernacle so that He could dwell 
with them. God desires to be with His people. As part of His plan for salvation, God sent Jesus 
to “tabernacle,” or dwell with people on earth.  
 
Home Connection: Could it be said that our homes are places where God dwells? Christ's 
death ripped the veil separating humans from the personal God who makes Himself available to 
us. We no longer need a specific place to go and experience the presence of God, He is 
Immanuel, God with us. Let our homes be known as places where people know and love God. 
 
Activity Options: 
 

1. A Blessing For Our Children 
Here is a blessing God told Aaron to speak over the people of Israel (Numbers 6:24-26). 
Talk about what it says and what it means with your children around the dinner table, 
then find times to speak it over your kids, maybe as you drop them off at school or see 
them out the door. 

24 The Lord bless you, and keep you; 
25 The Lord make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you; 
26 The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace. 

 
2. A Special Place 

Establish a special place in your home, away from daily activity if possible, where you 
and your kids can go to be quiet and alone. Use it for your daily devotions/time with 
God/Prayers, and encourage your kids to do the same. Talk with them about the 
importance of meeting with God, and help them work it into their schedules. If you need 
resources, please let Sara, Matt, or Jon know, and we will help! 

 
3. Object Lesson - Yeast Rising 

At dinner or snack time when the kids are eating some type of bread, prepare the 
following object lesson.  
 
Supplies: 1 clean plastic bottle, 1 balloon, 1/2 cup warm water, 1 teaspoon sugar, 1 
packet of dry active yeast 
  
Instructions: 
●  Ask if anyone knows what makes bread rise? (Yeast.) Explain that you are going to 

show how yeast works in the dough to make the bread rise. 



● Pour 1⁄2 cup of the water, 1 teaspoon of sugar, and 1 packet of yeast into one of the 
bottles. Swish it around slightly and fit the balloon over the top of the bottle. You will 
have to wait 8-10 minutes to see the effects of the yeast. (You can prepare one bottle 
ahead of time, if you prefer not to wait.) 

● Explain that the water and sugar reacted with the yeast causing it to release carbon 
dioxide, which inflates the balloon. In bread, the carbon dioxide makes the dough rise. 

  
Debrief: 
Remind the kids that they couldn’t see the carbon dioxide, they could only see the result 
of it being present in the bottle. Explain that we cannot see God, but His presence is all 
around us. We see evidence of His presence with us in many different ways, but not 
through a tabernacle or a cloud like the Israelites saw.  
If we make the decision to follow Jesus, God sends His Holy Spirit to help us and be with 
us everywhere we go. Though we cannot see the Holy Spirit, we can see the result of His 
presence in our lives. 

 
 


